
Si lhouette Selfies Project 

Create a silhouette of yourself to use in 
an identity collage.  

What is identity? 

how can we portray it in art? 



Art creates the future 

March 30 2020 , by Esther Anatolitis 

With the urgency of the world’s focus on protecting our lives at a scale we have never known, while     
communities and economies risk perilous collapse, it can be difficult to put creative practice in perspective.  

And yet there is nothing more grounding than the practices that compel us.  

Art makes the laughter rise from our bellies, the tears well in our eyes, the courage fill our bodies.  

Art draws on the oldest and richest traditions we have, rearticulating them through hands whose instincts 
craft new techniques, new objects. 

Art expands our thinking. 

Art reconfigures us into new spaces, new experiments, new galleries, new prospects, new publics.  

Art searches our emotions and finds new depths, new intensities.   

Art isolates us into curious, inspired beings – at the very same time as it connects us across a work, 
across a room, across the world. 

Art opens our hearts. 

Art reassembles our memories, enriching some, obscuring others – and then, all of a sudden, art rushes 
memory to the surface and overwhelms our every sense. 

Art asks questions, and demands that we do the same.  

Art imagines entire worlds – and then it makes them possible, situating us within their boundaries and then 
exploding those limits, unsettling what ’s real and dissolving it into what’s not yet possible. Art makes that 
possible. 

After civilisations rise and fall, after all else is lost or forgotten, art endures.  

Art creates our future. 

 

Some inspiring words for making art today… (For older readers or parents to interpret to 

their children.) 

From the National Association for the Visual Arts https://visualarts.net.au/news-opinion/2020/art-creates-future/?utm_source=MASTER+List+-+Email+Subscribers+%

https://visualarts.net.au/news-opinion/2020/art-creates-future/?utm_source=MASTER+List+-+Email+Subscribers+%2B+Members&utm_campaign=c3870f42dd-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_01_22_01_53_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0001b90ee5-c3870f42dd-76498329


The following  pages contain images sourced from google    

images... 



What is identity? 









Speaking of identity, 
places can have  
identity too. Here is 
an example of an 
Australian painting. 
How can we tell it is 
Australian? 
What can you see in 
the painting that 
makes us recognise it 
as being Australian? 
Is there anything in 
this painting that is 
familiar to you? 





TAKE A LOOK AT THE... 

Current Gallery Exhibition at Devonport Regional Gallery... 























You Will Need… 

• A printer and device for taking 

photos 

• A printed photograph of your side 

profile taken against a blank wall 

printed out A4 size 

• A4 piece of black card (or coloured 

a4 paper) 

• Tracing paper if you have it 

• Scissors or Stanley knife and 

cutting mat/ chopping board 

• White a4 paper or a3 

• Paints, collage materials and/ or 

drawing materials 

Project 2:  



 

Take your side profi le picture. 
Use your phone or digital camera and stand 
against a blank wall.  
Get someone to take a photo of your head and 
shoulders while you look straight ahead.  
Plug your phone into a computer/ printer and 
print out a4 size. (use a computer program such 
as Microsoft Word, Publisher or Photoshop to 
make your print the right size. Get an adult to 
help. 

Requires adult assistance... 



 
STEP 2:   

     

Trace around your photo onto your 
black or coloured card. 
Trace around your profile picture and 

transfer it carefully onto your black/

coloured card using tracing paper or      

carbon paper if you have it. 

If you do not have tracing paper put your 
picture up against the window and trace 
onto white paper. Cut this white profile  
silhouette out then lay it on top of your 
black/ Coloured card. Carefully draw 
around it to transfer it onto your black/ 
coloured card. 



 
Step 3: Cut it Out 

Using scissors or a 
Stanley knife on a 
cutting mat,        
CAREFULLY cut 
around your            
silhouette which you 
have traced onto the 
black/ coloured card.  
Try not to cut          
anything but the line. 
Follow the line very 
carefully. 
Ask for help from an 
adult if you are     
having trouble! 



 
     STEP 4:  

Brainstorm words that 

describe you. What you 

like, dislike, enjoy doing, 

where you live, ways 

you can show that the 

art work is about you. It 

might simply contain 

variations of your         

favourite colour… use 

your imagination and 

get creative!! 

                



     STEP 5:  

Decide if you want to use the negative space (Stick your black card silhouette onto your 

white page and fill in the space around it) or the positive space (fill in your white page and 

stick the outside of your black card silhouette over it to frame your work with your             

silhouette.) See previous examples. Or perhaps you would like to experiment with other 

ways you can use your silhouette cut outs to create an identity portrait. 



Famous artist M.C Escher 

plays with positive & 

negative space in his art 

works. 



 

   STEP 6:  Putting it al l together... 

When you have decided how you 

would like to use your black/      

coloured card silhouette and what 

else you are going to put into your 

art work to describe you; start   

creating! 

Experiment. You could paint, draw 

or use  different materials you 

have around the house to create a     

collage.  

When you have finished e-mail 

your creations to share! 

 




