
This weeks art project is inspired by the work of Polish born artist Felix 

Tuszynski.  

Recently while working with the galleries permanent art collection, I came 

across two pen and ink drawings that caught my eye. They consist of the 

simple outline of figures that were filled with fine detailed line drawings of 

faces of humans, animals and pattern.  



 

Memory of Port Arthur, 1996 

Felix Tuszynski 



 

Detail of Memory of Port Arthur, 1996 

Felix Tuszynski 



 

Portrait 2 1997 

Felix Tuszynski 



 Detail, Portrait 2 

1997 

Felix Tuszynski. 

Look at how he has filled 

his figures with fine line 

drawings of faces and 

patterns.  

What can you see? 

Look at how he has left 

some areas with no line, 

and has used thicker 

lines in some areas. 



 A bit about the artist… 

Felix Tuszynski was born in Poland in 1920.  He lived through times of great hardship and 

suffering through the war years, which took the lives of many of his family and close 

friends. He survived years as a prisoner of war in the camp of Auschwitz, but became so 

sick and weakened from his experiences that he ended up being transported to Australia to 

a hospital where he spent the next 18 months recovering.  

When talking about his art practice Felix says: “Through my art, I have always wanted to 

communicate my experiences. Yet, my painting does not frighten; it 

does not show war or war related tragedies. There are no dead or  

dying in them. Instead, I prefer symbols of peace: fish, birds and       

animals. My compositions do not represent any specific philosophy of 

life; they stem from the creative process”.  
 *From the artist' catalogue: "Felix Tuszynski: a Survey exhibition of Painting and Drawings 1985-1995, published by 

Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery, Victoria Australia http://www.zchor.org/tuszdrea.htm  Warning: Contains 

graphic portrayal of war. 

Felix now lives and works in Melbourne, Australia. 

http://www.zchor.org/tuszdrea.htm


 
“The rumour was that something was 

wrong with me, because my paintings 

were so different. I was upset. Perhaps 

my reaction was a result of many years 

under stress and tension during the war.  

Perhaps my art was a 'scream' that 

would help me to dispel my memories. 

The truth is that painting does help. I    

always work without a theme or a plan. 

My paintings and drawings are          

spontaneously created; a  translation of 

my subconscious. My brain comes up 

with fantastic visions that I try to       

capture on  paper”.  

 *From the artist' catalogue: "Felix Tuszynski: a 

Survey exhibition of Painting and Drawings 1985

-1995, published by Mornington Peninsula     

Regional Gallery, Victoria Australia . Parents can 

view at: http://www.zchor.org/tuszdrea.htm   

Warning: Contains graphic portrayal of war. 

 

 

http://www.zchor.org/tuszdrea.htm


 “Australia gave me a new life, 

with perspectives I had never 

dreamt of. It gave me freedom, 

health and peace. I love       

Australia; it is my beloved 

country and whenever I return 

from an overseas trip I kiss 

Australian soil”.  

Felix Tuszynski writes about his 

new home country after the war; 

Australia. 

From:  *From the artist' catalogue: "Felix Tuszynski: 

a Survey exhibition of Painting and Drawings 1985-

1995, published by Mornington Peninsula Regional Gal-

lery, Victoria Australia , Viewed at  http://

www.zchor.org/tuszdrea.htm  

 

http://www.zchor.org/tuszdrea.htm
http://www.zchor.org/tuszdrea.htm


 
    Activity: 

Taking inspiration from the work of Felix   

Tuszynski, create a simple line drawing  of a    

figure or figures using thick and thin outlines. 

Fill in your  outlined figures using lots of fine 

lines of different patterns or more figures and/ 

or faces.  

You will need: 

• White paper 

• Black pens, felt tip fine 

liner and a thicker one 

and/ or ink 

• Pencil (optional) 



 
   Step 1: Drawing Exercise. 

Lets have a look at some different drawing lines and techniques…. 

 

On a piece of paper have a go at each of the different lines. Try making them closer   

together at one end and further apart at the other to create shading/ dark-light. 



 Step 2: just Draw 
Draw your outline. Remember how Tuszynski said he doesn’t work to a plan but rather lets his drawings be 

spontaneously created?… draw the outline of your figures by letting the pencil create some simple figurative 

shapes without thinking about it too much! 

Perhaps you would like to do a drawing of your family?  

Remember: It doesn’t have to be detailed, just do a basic outline fist. You might like to draw in pencil first and 

then go over with pen when you are happy with your drawing.  

Pencil sketch 

outline 

Go over pencil 

outline with 

fine liner 



 

Step 3:  

Complete your outline. 

Draw your figure’s outlines and 

thicken some of the lines.  



 

Step 4: Fill in  

Fill in your outline drawing with lots of small fine lines of faces and pattern. Use a   

variety of different lines that you practised at the start of the activity such as   

hatching, cross-hatching, stippling, swirling and circles. You could try doing some 

long lines in one direction, then change directions to create a pattern. Take your 

time and pay attention to detail. Fill in all of the space! 



 



 



      

                Feeling inspired?... 

Why not create a series of portraits of                                  

people and pets in your life? Create simple basic 

 outlines and fill them in with lots of faces and patterns and different 

line drawings. Send pictures of your finished creations to… 

  artgallery@devonport.tas.gov.au 


