
               

 Natures Paintbrushes 

Make a series of paintbrushes 

using found natural materials 

from outside.                     

Then create a piece of art     

using your natural             

paintbrushes. Dip your natural 

paintbrushes into paint and see 

what kind of different effects 

and marks you can create! 



              

 You Wi l l need: 

• Scissors or cutting tools for 

collecting materials 

• Basket or container for     

collecting materials 

• Twine, string, ribbon 

• Sticky tape, or glue, or     

needle and thread 

• Paper 

• Paints or food colouring    

watered down 

• Access to nature! 



I wandered lonely as a cloud 

That floats on high o'er vales and hills, 

When all at once I saw a crowd, 

A host, of golden daffodils; 

Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 

Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. 

 

Continuous as the stars that shine 

And twinkle on the milky way, 

They stretched in never-ending line 

Along the margin of a bay: 

Ten thousand saw I at a glance, 

Tossing their heads in sprightly dance. 

 
 

The waves beside them danced; but they 

Out-did the sparkling waves in glee: 

A poet could not but be gay, 

In such a jocund company: 

I gazed—and gazed—but little thought 

What wealth the show to me had 

brought: 

 

For oft, when on my couch I lie 

In vacant or in pensive mood, 

They flash upon that inward eye 

Which is the bliss of solitude; 

And then my heart with pleasure fills, 

And dances with the daffodils. 
 

Source: https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/poem/i-

wandered-lonely-as-a-cloud-by-william-wordsworth  

A Poem by William Wordsworth about the beauty of nature... 

I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud 

https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/poem/i-wandered-lonely-as-a-cloud-by-william-wordsworth
https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/poem/i-wandered-lonely-as-a-cloud-by-william-wordsworth


 

When gathering materials look for different textures that will 
give you different effects with the paint. Look for smooth      
objects. Perhaps some long shiny leaves. Prickly or rough objects 
like dried bottle brushes. Soft objects like feathers and anything 
else that catches your eye that could be used to paint with. 

Step 1:       Head outside    

   into your back yard, 

garden, local reserve,                                     

 or somewhere in                   

Nature... 









 

 

 







 STEP 2: Create your 

brushes 

Cut up and arrange 

your gathered       

materials choosing 

the pieces to use as 

the brushes and 

sticks for handles if 

needed. Use string, 

ribbon, sticky tape, 

needle and thread, 

etc to tie and tape 

the handles to your 

brushes. Arrange 

your finished  

brushes and take a 

photo. 



 

My finished paint brushes 



 

  STEP 3:  

Experiment with your paint brushes. See 
what different kinds of marks you can 
create. Try using it in d ifferent ways.    
Stippl ing (dots/ stamping) long swirl ing 
l ines, short stabl ing l ines (cross–    
hatching and hatching). You might l ike to 
use a separate page for each brush to see 
the results you can get with each one              
as pictured. 



 



 

STEP 4:  

Use your hand-made nature paintbrushes to create a picture of what the day was l ike… 

Remember your excursion gathering materials? Try to capture in the painting what you saw, 

smelt, felt and heard on your excursion… 

   Create an organic expression of the day you experienced. 





 STEP 5:  



Feeling inspired?.... 
Why not create more? 

Create a series of paintings using your nature 

paintbrushes. Perhaps you could do a          

different painting for each brush you have 

made demonstrating the different effects you 

can get with each brush.? 

Take a photo of your creations to share       

on-line! 

E-mail your pictures of your masterpieces to: 

artgallery@devonport.tas.gov.au 


